CLASS ORB.COM Business Opportunities in Horticulture

Om Sikarwar | Horticulture Studies Chapter 1

Chapter - 1

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
IN HORTICULTURE

Easy Notes + 20 MCQs + Fill in the Blanks + FAQ + Short & Long Q&A,

"Horticulture is not just about farming — it is a world full of careers, businesses and
opportunities waiting for YOU!" — Om Sir

Class ORB.COM | Om Sikarwar | Horticulture Study Material | English Medium

classorbcom@gmail.com | www.classorbcom.in classORB.com Page 1



CLASS ORB.COM Business Opportunities in Horticulture

Om Sikarwar | Horticulture Studies Chapter 1

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After studying this chapter, you will be able to:
O Identify the different jobs and business opportunities in the horticulture sector.
O Identify the auxiliary industries based on horticultural production.

CLASSROOM STORY — Easy Notes

Om Sir walked into the classroom with a big smile. He wrote on the board: "What is your
future in Horticulture?"

"Sir, aren't we just going to work on farms forever?" said Riya.

"Not at all, Riya! Horticulture is a goldmine. Let me show you all the incredible
things you can do with this degree!" replied Om Sir with a grin.

INTRODUCTION

In Class 11, you learnt about the meaning of horticulture and its three important branches —
Pomology (study of fruits), Olericulture (study of vegetables) and Floriculture (study of
flowers). These branches deal with propagation and production of plants.

Now in Class 12, the big question is: "What career or business can you start with this
knowledge?" The answer is — quite a lot! From fruit farming to government jobs, from
nurseries to processing factories, horticulture opens many doors.

Key Reminder: The subject of horticulture deals with the propagation and production of fruits,
vegetables and floricultural plants. It offers several business opportunities to graduates. It is
YOU who has to grab the opportunity after sincerely studying the subject!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN HORTICULTURE

m 1. Fruit Cultivation
Riya asked, "Sir, so what is the first business?"

"Fruit Cultivation!" said Om Sir. Horticulture graduates can start their own fruit-growing
business. Near cities and towns, you can grow perishable (easily spoiled) fruits. In faraway
areas, grow fruits that suit the local climate and soil. Your degree gives you the scientific
knowledge — experience comes with practice.

Key Point: A graduate must have full knowledge of the 'package of practices' for growing the
fruit — this means knowing how to grow, protect, harvest and store the fruit properly.
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m 2. Vegetable Cultivation

Peri-urban areas (land near big cities) are very good for vegetable cultivation. Near big cities,
exotic (fancy/foreign) vegetables are always in high demand. Always choose to grow
vegetables that have strong market demand over vegetables that nobody wants.

m 3. Hybrid Seed Production in Vegetables and Flowers
"Sir, hybrid seeds are so expensive!" said Amit.

"Exactly! Big multinational companies earn millions from hybrid seeds. Horticulture graduates
can start this business too," said Om Sir. Hybrid seeds are costly because they are produced
by big companies. This business needs technical knowledge of flowering, emasculation
(removing pollen from flowers) and pollination. It is a little tricky, but once you learn it, it is very
profitable.

m 4. Cut Flower Production

The cut flower business is booming in big cities and towns. Most people running this business
today are NOT horticulture graduates — they do not know how to handle cut flowers properly
during transport and display. A horticulture graduate has a clear advantage here.

m 5. Fruit Plant Nursery as a Microenterprise

India has about 4,000 Government and private nurseries — yet there is always a shortage of
quality planting material. Most nurserymen are illiterate (or nearly so). Running a good nursery
requires technical skills like budding, grafting, transplanting and packing of planting
material. A horticulture graduate has all these skills — making this an excellent small
business.

m 6. Vegetable and Ornamental Plants Nursery

A fruit nursery needs large land, but a vegetable or ornamental (decorative) plants nursery
needs only a small area. In big cities, there is always high demand for shade-loving plants,
climbers and herbaceous perennials. These can even be grown alongside fruit nurseries.

m 7. Hi-Tech Flower and Vegetable Nursery

Rising incomes and growing awareness mean people now want nursery plants produced
through hi-tech procedures. Sadly, most such nurseries are currently run by non-technical
people. A horticulture graduate running a hi-tech nursery will have a big business advantage.
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m 8. Raising Plants Through Micropropagation
"Sir, what is micropropagation?" asked Priya.

"It means raising plants through tissue culture techniques," said Om Sir. In the modern era,
there is huge demand for tissue-culture plants. Micropropagation is a technical job, highly
suitable for horticulture graduates. Before starting, check: (i) which plant has good demand
and (ii) what are the marketing channels.

m 9. Horticulture-Based Processing Industry

In India, about 30 to 40% of horticultural produce is lost between harvest and consumption
— because of improper handling. This loss can be reduced by processing fruits and
vegetables into juices, squashes, jams, jellies, pickles and preserves. The Ministry of
Food Processing Industries, Govt. of India gives subsidies (financial help) for setting up
processing units.

Key Point: Processing industries are labour-intensive and create high employment in packing,
grading, storage, transport and marketing.

m 10. Dry Flowers Business

Fresh flowers have a very short shelf life — they wilt and die quickly. So the concept of dry
flowers has become popular. Dry flowers are used to make file covers, greeting cards and
paper weights. This industry is growing fast and is a good opportunity for horticulture
graduates.

m 11. Business Sales Representative

Horticulture graduates can work as Business Sales Representatives for companies that sell
chemicals, fertilisers, pesticides and equipment for growing horticultural crops. They promote
products, reach out to retail and wholesale businesses and growers. Educational requirements
vary by company.

m 12. Consultant
"Can a horticulturist become a consultant, Sir?" asked Riya.

"Absolutely!" said Om Sir. After gaining deep knowledge in production technology, nursery
raising or hybrid seed production, you can offer expert advice to businesses and farmers as a
consultant. Many work independently (self-employed); others work for equipment companies,
pesticide companies or private organisations like Reliance Foundation. Usually requires a
minimum 4-year degree, and sometimes a Master's degree.
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m 13. Marketing Manager of Horticultural Produce

Marketing of fresh horticultural produce is one of the biggest problems in India. After gaining
sufficient knowledge in horticulture, a graduate can take up the job of marketing manager for
fresh horticultural produce.

m 14. Ayurvedic Medicines

Several horticultural plants are used in manufacturing ayurvedic medicines. For example: rose
water is used to cure eye ailments; saffron is an ingredient in many medicines; papain (from
papaya) is a digestive enzyme; sweet lime is used for liver problems; pectin (from guava)
helps stomach upsets; neem is used for skin problems. Horticulture graduates can build a
career in this sector.

m 15. Business of Essential Oils, Flavours and Fragrances

Floral extracts like essential oils, alkaloids, pigments and dyes have huge demand in both
domestic and international markets. High-quality extraction needs sophisticated methods and
qualified personnel — making horticulture graduates the ideal choice.

m 16. Lecturer / Assistant Professor / Training Associate
"Sir, can we become teachers?" asked Amit.

"Of course! After a PG (post-graduate) degree, you can join State Agricultural Universities,
Colleges or ICAR Institutes," said Om Sir. For a Lecturer or Assistant Professor post, you need
a Master's degree in Horticulture + NET (National Eligibility Test). For a Scientist post at
ICAR (Indian Council of Agricultural Research), you need to clear an All India Competitive
Test followed by an interview.

m 17. Government Development Departments

A horticulture graduate can get a State Government job as a Horticulture Inspector or
Horticulture Development Officer. Their duty is to take part in all State development
programmes related to horticulture. In states like Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, this post has
been classified as Class-1 status — a very prestigious government position.

m 18. Ancillary Services

Growing fruits, vegetables and ornamentals always requires fertilisers, tools, insecticides,
fungicides, irrigation equipment, chemicals and growth regulators. Supplying these products
and services to growers and nurserymen is itself a great business opportunity for
horticulture graduates.

Points to Remember:
[0 Horticulture deals with propagation and production of fruits, vegetables and floricultural
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plants.

O It offers several business opportunities to graduates.

O It is YOU who has to grab the opportunity after sincerely studying the subject!

[0 30-40% post-harvest loss can be reduced by processing into value-added products.
[0 Govt. of India provides subsidies on food processing industries.
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SECTION A — Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

20 Questions | Choose the correct option | 1 mark each

1. Horticulture primarily deals with the propagation and production of:
(a) Cereals and pulses

(b) Fruits, vegetables and floricultural plants

(c) Cotton and jute

(d) Timber and wood
2. Which of the following is a lucrative fruit cultivation business near big cities?
(a) Growing timber trees

(b) Growing perishable fruits

(c) Growing paddy

(d) Growing groundnuts
3. In India, approximately how much horticultural produce is lost after harvesting?
(a) 5-10%

(b) 10-20%

(c) 30-40%

(d) 60-70%
4. Hybrid seeds of vegetables and flowers are mainly produced by:
(a) Small individual farmers

(b) Government schools

(c) Big multinational companies

(d) NGOs only

5. The cut flower production business is currently mostly run by:

(a) Horticulture scientists

(b) Non-horticulture persons

(c) Government officers

(d) School teachers

6. India has approximately how many Government and private fruit plant nurseries?
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(a) 400

(b) 1,000

(c) 4,000

(d) 40,000

7. Which enzyme obtained from papaya is used as a digestive enzyme?
(a) Amylase

(b) Lipase

(c) Protease

(d) Papain

8. Raising plants through tissue culture is called:
(a) Hybridisation

(b) Micropropagation

(c) Grafting

(d) Budding

9. The Ministry of Food Processing Industries provides for setting up
processing units:

(a) Loans only

(b) Free land

(c) Subsidies

(d) Seeds

10. Which state has classified the Horticulture Inspector post as Class-1 status?
(a) Uttar Pradesh and Bihar

(b) Punjab and Himachal Pradesh

(c) Rajasthan and Haryana

(d) Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh

11. Dry flowers are used to make:
(a) Medicines

(b) Greeting cards and file covers
(c) Fertilisers

(d) Pesticides
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12. To become a Lecturer at a State Agricultural University, a student needs:
(a) Only a Bachelor's degree

(b) Master's degree + NET

(c) Diploma

(d) PhD only

13. ICAR stands for:

(a) Indian Council of Agricultural Research

(b) Indian Centre of Agronomy Research

(c) International Council of Agriculture

(d) Indian Committee of Agricultural Resources

14. Pectin, used for stomach upsets, is obtained from:

(a) Mango

(b) Banana

(c) Guava

(d) Apple

15. A Consultant in horticulture typically requires a minimum of:
(a) A diploma

(b) A secondary school certificate

(c) A four-year college degree

(d) No qualification

16. Which of the following is an example of an ancillary service in horticulture?
(a) Growing apples

(b) Supplying fertilisers and irrigation equipment

(c) Teaching at school

(d) Writing books

17. Rose water is commonly used to cure:

(a) Headaches

(b) Eye ailments

(c) Liver problems
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(d) Bone pain

18. For production of ornamental plant nursery, the land required is
compared to a fruit plant nursery:

(a) Much larger
(b) The same
(c) Smaller

(d) Ten times bigger

19. Horticulture-based processing industries are described as:
(a) Capital-intensive with low employment

(b) Labour-intensive with high employment potential

(c) Fully automated with no workers

(d) Suitable only for large cities

20. Which organisation like Reliance Foundation do Horticulture Consultants
sometimes work for?

(a) Government schools
(b) Private organisations
(c) International banks

(d) Army departments
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SECTION B — Fill in the Blanks

10 Questions | Fill in the blank with the correct word | 1 mark each

1. India has approximately Government and private fruit plant nurseries.

2. About % of horticultural produce in India is lost between harvesting and
consumption.

3. The technique of raising plants through tissue culture is called

4. The Ministry of Industries, Govt. of India provides subsidies on processing
units.

5. To become a Lecturer at a State Agricultural University, a student needs a Master's
degree and

(«2)

. Pectin, which helps with stomach upsets, is obtained from

\I

. The cut flower business is currently mostly run by persons.

8. In states like Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, the Horticulture Inspector post has

status.
9. Hybrid seeds are usually produced by big companies.
10. Dry flowers can be used to make , greeting cards and paper weights.

Answers (Fill in the Blanks):

1.4,000 2.30-40 3. Micropropagation 4. Food Processing 5. NET (National Eligibility
Test)

6. Guava 7. Non-horticulture 8. Class-1 9. Multinational 10. File covers
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SECTION C — Book Exercise FAQs (Q&A;)

10 Important Questions from the Book Exercise | Very Easy Language | 2-3 marks each

1. Q. What is horticulture and what does it deal with?

OHorticulture is the branch of agriculture that deals with the propagation and production
of fruits, vegetables and floricultural plants. It includes studying plants like fruits
(Pomology), vegetables (Olericulture) and flowers (Floriculture). It offers many business
opportunities and career paths to graduates.

2. Q. What are the various business opportunities related to fruits?

OHorticulture graduates can pursue several fruit-related businesses: (1) Fruit Cultivation
— growing temperate, tropical or sub-tropical fruits near cities or in suitable areas; (2)
Fruit Plant Nursery — raising quality planting material using technical skills like budding
and grafting; (3) Fruit-based Processing — making juices, jams, jellies, squashes and
preserves from fruits; (4) Marketing Manager — managing the marketing and distribution
of fresh fruits.

3. Q. Describe several business opportunities related to vegetables or ornamentals.

(1) Vegetable Cultivation — growing vegetables, especially exotic varieties, near big
cities where demand is high; (2) Vegetable Nursery — raising vegetable seedlings in a
small nursery; (3) Ornamental Plants Nursery — raising shade-loving plants, climbers
and herbaceous perennials for city gardens; (4) Hi-Tech Flower Nursery — producing
nursery plants using hi-tech procedures; (5) Dry Flowers Business — making greeting
cards, file covers and paper weights from dried flowers.

4. Q. Why is hybrid seed production a 'tricky but profitable' business?

O Hybrid seed production is called tricky because it requires deep technical knowledge
of flowering, emasculation and pollination of the crop. Hybrid seeds are produced by
big multinational companies because small farmers usually cannot afford to produce them.
It is profitable because hybrid seeds are very costly and in high demand from all farmers.
Once a horticulture graduate learns this technique, it becomes a very rewarding
challenge business.

5. Q. What is the importance of horticulture-based processing industries?

0 About 30-40% of India's horticultural produce is lost post-harvest due to improper
handling. Processing industries help by converting this produce into value-added
products like juices, jams, pickles and preserves. This reduces wastage and increases
the income of farmers. The Government of India provides subsidies through the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries. These industries are labour-intensive, creating
high employment in packing, grading, storage, transport and marketing.
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6. Q. What are the duties and status of a Horticulture Development Officer?

A Horticulture Development Officer (also called Horticulture Inspector) works under the
State Government. Their main duty is to take part in all State development programmes
related to horticulture. In states like Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, this post has been
classified as Class-1 status — one of the most respected categories in government
service.

7. Q. How can a horticulture graduate become a consultant?

O After acquiring sufficient education and experience in areas like production
technology, nursery raising or hybrid seed production, a horticulture graduate can set
up a consultancy business. Consultants provide expert advice to businesses, fruit growers
and nurserymen. Some are self-employed; others work for equipment companies,
pesticide companies or private organisations like Reliance Foundation. A minimum of a
four-year college degree is usually needed — sometimes a Master's degree is also
required.

8. Q. What role do horticultural plants play in the ayurvedic medicine industry?

OMany horticultural plants are used as ingredients in ayurvedic medicines. For example:
Rose water cures eye ailments; Saffron is used in many medicines; Papain (from
papaya) is a digestive enzyme; Sweet lime helps liver problems; Pectin from guava helps
stomach upsets; Neem helps skin problems; Bark of Arjun trees helps heart troubles.
Horticulture graduates have excellent opportunities to work in this industry.

9. Q. What are ancillary services in horticulture and why are they important?

OAncillary services are the supporting services and products needed for raising fruits,
vegetables, ornamentals and their nurseries. These include fertilisers, tools, insecticides,
fungicides, irrigation equipment, chemicals and growth regulators. They are important
because growers and nurserymen always need these supplies. A horticulture graduate
can start a business supplying these services — it provides a consistent and reliable
business opportunity.

10. Q. What are the essential oils, flavours and fragrances business opportunities in
horticulture?

O Floral extracts like essential oils, alkaloids, pigments and dyes have tremendous
demand in both domestic and international markets. To produce the highest quality
extracts, sophisticated extraction methods and highly qualified personnel are needed. A
horticulture graduate is the best choice for this industry because of their plant biology
knowledge. This business has strong export potential and is highly profitable.
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SECTION D — Short Answer Questions & Answers

10 Questions | Short, clear answers | 2 marks each

1. Q. What is peri-urban vegetable cultivation?

[ Peri-urban vegetable cultivation means growing vegetables on land near big cities and
towns. Near big cities, exotic vegetables are in high demand. A horticulture graduate
should prioritise vegetables that have strong market demand.

2. Q. Why is there always a shortage of quality planting material in India?

OlIndia has about 4,000 Government and private nurseries. Most nurserymen are illiterate
and lack technical skills like budding, grafting and transplanting. As a result, quality
planting material is always scarce, making this a great business opportunity for horticulture
graduates.

3. Q. What is micropropagation?

O Micropropagation is the technique of raising plants using tissue culture methods in a
laboratory. It is a highly technical process. Before starting this business, one must check:
(i) which plant has good market demand, and (ii) what marketing channels are available.

4. Q. What skills are needed to run a fruit plant nursery?

O Running a fruit plant nursery requires technical skills such as budding, grafting,
transplanting and proper packing of planting material. These skills are taught in
horticulture degree programmes, making graduates well-suited for this business.

5. Q. What products can be made from dry flowers?

O Dry flowers can be used to make file covers, greeting cards and paper weights. Dry
flowers are popular because fresh flowers have a very short shelf life. This industry is
growing fast in towns and cities.

6. Q. What is the difference between a Horticulture Inspector and a Horticulture
Development Officer?

[0Both are State Government posts for horticulture graduates. Their main duty is to take
part in all State development programmes related to horticulture. In states like Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh, these posts carry Class-1 status, making them very prestigious
government positions.

7. Q. What is the role of a Business Sales Representative in horticulture?

0 A Business Sales Representative promotes, markets and distributes horticultural
products such as chemicals, fertilisers, pesticides and equipment to retail and wholesale
businesses and growers. Educational requirements vary from company to company.
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8. Q. Name four value-added products that can be made from horticultural produce.

0 Four value-added products are: (1) Fruit juices, (2) Jams and jellies, (3) Pickles and
preserves, (4) Squashes. Processing reduces the 30-40% post-harvest loss that India
faces each year.

9. Q. Why should a horticulture graduate consider the cut flower production
business?

OThe cut flower business is booming in big cities and towns. Most people currently in this
business are non-horticulture persons who do not know how to handle cut flowers
properly. A horticulture graduate has the technical knowledge to handle, transport and
display cut flowers correctly, giving them a strong competitive advantage.

10. Q. What is the educational requirement to become a scientist at ICAR?

O To become a scientist at ICAR (Indian Council of Agricultural Research), a candidate
needs a Master's degree in Horticulture. They must then clear the All India Competitive
Test conducted by ICAR, followed by an interview at their research institutes.
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SECTION E — Long Answer Questions & Answers (Book
Exercise)

10 Questions | Detailed answers | 5 marks each

1. Q. Describe in detail the business opportunities available for a horticulture graduate
in fruit cultivation and fruit-based industries.

(1) Fruit Cultivation: A horticulture graduate can start a fruit cultivation business. Near
cities, they should grow perishable fruits. In faraway areas, fruits should be chosen based
on local climate and soil. The graduate needs full knowledge of the 'package of practices’
— cultivation, pest control, harvesting and storage.

(2) Fruit Plant Nursery: India has 4,000 nurseries but still lacks quality planting material.
Most nurserymen are illiterate. A horticulture graduate with skills in budding, grafting and
transplanting can start a highly profitable nursery.

(3) Fruit-Based Processing Industry: About 30-40% of India's fruit produce is wasted
post-harvest. A horticulture graduate can set up a processing unit to make juices, jams,
jellies, squashes and preserves. The Government of India provides subsidies through the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries.

(4) Marketing of Fruits: Marketing of fresh fruits is a major problem in India. A horticulture
graduate can become a Marketing Manager to help farmers sell their produce effectively.

(5) Overall, the fruit industry offers multiple paths — from growing to processing to selling
— all accessible to a skilled horticulture graduate.

2. Q. Explain the business opportunities related to ornamental plants, flowers and the
nursery sector.

(1) Ornamental Plants Nursery: Big cities have a constant demand for shade-loving plants,
climbers and herbaceous perennials. A small area is enough to start this nursery. It can
even be combined with a fruit nursery.

(2) Cut Flower Production: This business is booming in cities. Most current businesses are
run by non-technical persons. A horticulture graduate can run it more professionally with
proper handling, transport and display of cut flowers.

(3) Dry Flowers Business: Fresh flowers wilt quickly. Dry flowers are used for making
greeting cards, file covers and paper weights. This industry is growing rapidly in towns and
cities.

(4) Hi-Tech Flower and Vegetable Nursery: As purchasing power rises, demand for hi-tech
nursery plants grows. Currently run mainly by non-technical people — a great gap for
horticulture graduates to fill.

(5) Hybrid Seed Production: Vegetable and flower hybrid seeds are in huge demand. This
business needs technical knowledge of emasculation and pollination but is highly
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profitable once mastered.

3. Q. What is micropropagation and how can it be a business opportunity for
horticulture graduates?

(1) Micropropagation means raising plants through tissue culture techniques in a
laboratory. In modern times, there is a very high demand for tissue-cultured plants
because they are disease-free and genetically uniform.

(2) Micropropagation protocols have been developed for many horticultural crops. It is a
highly technical job — exactly what a trained horticulture graduate is qualified to do.

(3) Before starting this business, a graduate must investigate: (i) Which fruit, vegetable or
ornamental plant has good market demand? (ii) What marketing channels are available for
selling these plants?

(4) Although initial investment can be significant, the long-term profits are excellent. Many
states and the central government also support tissue culture businesses with grants and
incentives.

(5) In conclusion, micropropagation is a high-tech, high-reward business opportunity that
is perfectly suited to a skilled horticulture graduate.

4. Q. Discuss the role of horticulture in the food processing industry and explain why
post-harvest loss reduction is important.

(1) India's post-harvest crisis: About 30-40% of India's horticultural produce is lost every
year between the farm and the consumer. This is due to improper handling, lack of cold
storage and poor transport facilities.

(2) Value addition: By processing fruits and vegetables into juices, squashes, jams, jellies,
pickles and preserves, a horticulture graduate can reduce this loss significantly. These are
called value-added products — they last longer and fetch better prices.

(3) Government support: The Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Govt. of India
provides subsidies to entrepreneurs who set up processing units. This makes it financially
attractive to start such a business.

(4) Employment creation: Processing industries are labour-intensive. They create
employment in packing, grading, loading/unloading, cold storage, transport and marketing.
This helps rural communities greatly.

(5) Conclusion: A horticulture graduate with technical knowledge of food processing can
contribute to reducing India's massive post-harvest losses while building a profitable and
socially useful business.

5. Q. How can horticulture graduates build a career in teaching, research and
government service?
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(1) Lecturer / Assistant Professor: After a PG (post-graduate) degree in Horticulture,
graduates can join State Agricultural Universities and Colleges as Lecturers or Assistant
Professors. This requires a Master's degree in Horticulture along with a cleared NET
(National Eligibility Test).

(2) Scientist at ICAR: The Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi recruits
scientists for horticulture research institutes across India. This requires a Master's degree
and clearing the ICAR All India Competitive Test followed by an interview.

(3) Training Associate: Graduates can also work as training associates, helping farmers
and rural communities learn modern horticulture techniques.

(4) Government Development Officer: A horticulture graduate can get a State Government
job as a Horticulture Inspector or Horticulture Development Officer. In Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh, this carries Class-1 status — a prestigious and well-paying
government career.

(5) These careers in education, research and government allow horticulture graduates to
contribute directly to India's agricultural development while enjoying excellent job security
and social respect.

6. Q. Explain the business of essential oils, flavours, fragrances and ayurvedic
medicines from horticultural plants.

(1) Essential Oils and Fragrances: Floral extracts — essential oils, alkaloids, pigments and
dyes — are in huge demand both in India and internationally. Products like rose ail,
lavender oil and citrus extracts are used in perfumes, cosmetics and food flavouring.

(2) Need for qualified personnel: Producing high-quality extracts requires sophisticated
extraction methods. Companies need qualified personnel who understand plant biology —
making horticulture graduates the ideal candidates.

(3) Ayurvedic Medicines: Many horticultural plants are used in traditional Indian medicine.
Rose water cures eye problems; saffron is used in many medicines; papain (from papaya)
is a digestive enzyme; pectin (from guava) helps the stomach; neem is used for skin
problems; arjun bark helps the heatrt.

(4) Business opportunity: A horticulture graduate can start a business in producing,
processing or trading these plant-based medicinal products. There is growing global
interest in natural and herbal products.

(5) Conclusion: With proper knowledge and infrastructure, the essential oils and ayurvedic
medicine sector offers excellent, growing and export-oriented business opportunities for
horticulture graduates.

7. Q. What is a Business Sales Representative in horticulture? What is the role of a
Marketing Manager?

classorbcom@gmail.com | www.classorbcom.in classORB.com Page 18



CLASS ORB.COM Business Opportunities in Horticulture

Om Sikarwar | Horticulture Studies Chapter 1

(1) Business Sales Representative: A Business Sales Representative works for
companies that sell chemicals, fertilisers, pesticides, equipment and processed products
related to horticulture. They promote and market these products to retail businesses,
wholesale dealers and growers. They may also work for plant suppliers and value-added
product companies. Educational requirements vary by employer — a horticulture graduate
is very well suited for this role.

(2) Marketing Manager: Marketing of fresh horticultural produce is identified as one of the
biggest problems in India. Farmers often cannot get fair prices because they lack
marketing skills. A horticulture graduate with marketing knowledge can work as a
Marketing Manager — connecting farmers to markets, organising distribution networks
and ensuring fair prices.

(3) Skills needed: For both roles, a graduate needs knowledge of horticulture crops, good
communication skills, market awareness and the ability to build business relationships.

(4) Both roles are important because they connect the production side of horticulture with
the consumer marketplace.

(5) Conclusion: These business-facing roles are well-paid careers that combine scientific
knowledge with commercial skills — an excellent option for horticulture graduates who
enjoy working with people.

8. Q. Describe the concept of ancillary services in horticulture and explain why they
are important for growers.

(1) Definition: Ancillary services are the supporting products and services needed for
raising fruits, vegetables, ornamentals and their nurseries. Without these, no grower can
successfully run a farm or nursery.

(2) Types of ancillary services: These include fertilisers, tools, insecticides, fungicides,
irrigation equipment, chemicals, growth regulators, packing materials and transport
services.

(3) Business opportunity: A horticulture graduate can start a business supplying these
ancillary services and products to growers and nurserymen. This is a consistent business
because the demand never stops — farmers always need these supplies throughout the
year.

(4) Importance: Ancillary services improve the quality and quantity of horticultural produce.
For example, proper fungicides protect crops from diseases; growth regulators improve
fruit size and quality; irrigation equipment ensures plants get water even in dry seasons.

(5) Conclusion: The ancillary services sector is a stable, essential and growing market. A
horticulture graduate with product knowledge can offer expert guidance to farmers while
building a profitable supply business.

9. Q. How can a horticulture graduate become a successful consultant? What areas
can they specialise in?
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(1) Definition: A Consultant is an expert who provides professional advice to businesses
and individuals. A horticulture consultant gives expert guidance to farms, nurseries, food
companies and growers.

(2) Areas of specialisation: A horticulture consultant can specialise in various areas such
as: (1) Production technology for fruits, vegetables or ornamentals; (2) Nursery raising and
management; (3) Hybrid seed production technology; (4) Food processing and value
addition; (5) Essential oil extraction and processing.

(3) Work opportunities: Many consultants are self-employed and work independently.
Others work for equipment companies, pesticide companies, or well-known private
organisations like Reliance Foundation.

(4) Qualification needed: A minimum of a four-year college degree is usually required.
Some employers also prefer a Master's degree for senior consulting roles.

(5) Conclusion: Consultancy is a flexible, respected and well-paying career. A horticulture
graduate with deep expertise can build a thriving consultancy business, helping farmers
and companies improve their productivity while earning a very good income.

10. Q. What are the two main activities/exercises given at the end of Chapter 1 and
what do they teach you?

(1) Activity 1 — Visit an Orchard: The chapter asks students to visit an orchard (a fruit
garden) with school friends or a family member. They must make a list of all the articles,
materials and the 'package of practices' required for the profitable cultivation of fruits,
vegetables or flowers. This activity teaches students to observe real farming conditions
and understand what resources are needed in actual practice.

(2) Activity 2 — Visit a Market: The chapter asks students to visit a market and make a list
of business opportunities where they personally see themselves fitting in. This activity
encourages students to connect their classroom learning with the real market — and to
think about their own future career or business.

(3) Why these activities matter: These activities are not just exercises — they are a
window to the real world. By visiting an orchard, students see what farming really involves.
By visiting a market, they identify where their skills and interests can meet real business
needs.

(4) Connection to learning objectives: Both activities directly support the chapter's learning
objectives — identifying business opportunities and understanding auxiliary industries
based on horticultural production.

(5) Conclusion: These practical exercises help horticulture students move from theory to
practice. They encourage observation, reflection and career planning — preparing
students for a successful future in horticulture.
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MCQ ANSWER KEY

Answers:
1-(b) 2-(b) 3-(c) 4-(c) 5-(b) 6-(c) 7-(d) 8-(b) 9-(c) 10-(b)
11-(b) 12-(b) 13-(a) 14-(c) 15-(c) 16-(b) 17-(b) 18-(c) 19-(b) 20-(b)

Quick Summary — Business Opportunities in Horticulture:

1. Fruit Cultivation 2. Vegetable Cultivation 3. Hybrid Seed Production 4. Cut Flower
Production 5. Fruit Plant Nursery

6. Vegetable & Ornamental Nursery 7. Hi-Tech Nursery 8. Micropropagation 9. Processing
Industry 10. Dry Flowers

11. Business Sales Representative 12. Consultant 13. Marketing Manager 14. Ayurvedic
Medicines 15. Essential Oils

16. Lecturer / Professor 17. Govt. Development Dept. 18. Ancillary Services
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Suggested Further Readings: Bal J.S. (2007) Fruit Growing; Bose T.K. et al. (1991) Temperate Fruits;
Chadha T.R. (2000) Textbook of Temperate Fruits; Sharma R.R. (2006) Fruit Production.
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